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Protracted
contest with
Bavaria and
his allies
Invasion of
king and
counter-
Otto
 in 974 by the king of Denmark, Harold Bluetooth. Here
again Otto had to take the field in person. He was completely
successful in defeating Harold and in forcing him to become
his tributary. To ensure the frontier, the Danish Mark was
further protected by the building of castles.
The settlement of the south-east was a much more pro-
tracted business. Henry escaped from captivity in 976, and
started a &e$h revolt in Bavaria. The Church issued its ban
against the rebel, local resistance was organised by the
Babenberg brothers, Berthold of the Nordgau and Liutpold,
and when Otto himself appeared with an army Henry was
forced to take refuge in Bohemia. His duchy was declared
forfeit, and was handed over to Otto, duke of Suabia. But
it was first reduced in size and importance. Berthold was
made independent of ducal authority in the Nordgau, and
so was Liutpold, who was made margrave of the East Mark
(later to be the duchy of Austria) ; thus was founded the
future greatness of the Babenberg family. Finally, a new
duchy of Carinthia was created out of the marks of Carinthia
and Verona, and was assigned to Henry (known as " Henry
the Younger "), the son of a former duke of Bavaria, Berthold.
The dispossessed duke, however, was back in Bavaria
the following year. He was joined by his cousin, bishop
Henry of Augsburg, and even by the new duke of Carinthia
in what was termed " the war of the three Henries." Otto
had little difficulty in crushing this fresh outbreak ; the
three Henries surrendered at Easter 978 to the king at
Magdeburg and were placed under close confinement. Henry
of Carinthia also lost his duchy, which was given to Otto, the
son of Conrad the Red. Thus the southern duchies were held
for Otto by his two namesakes, and Otto I's family policy
was in this way revived. Moreover, after several failures,
Otto was at last able to reduce the duke of Bohemia, Boleslav
II, to submission, and received his homage at the same time
at Magdeburg ; the next year Duke Mesco of Poland also
submitted. The settlement of the south-east was now com-
pleted> and peace was finally restored.
Only in Lorraine was the situation still uncertain, and
thither Otto hurried immediately after the surrenders at
Magdeburg. He had in the previous year appointed Charles,
the brother of king Lothar of France, as duke of Lower

